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This proposed project for a 2019 Eisen Experiential Learning Grant is for a CD recording 

of the UNF Clarinet Choir. Comprised of music majors studying the disciplines of music 

performance, music education, music technology, and jazz studies, this musical ensemble from 

the School of Music has performed in national conferences in Orlando, FL, Knoxville, TN, and 

Reno, NV (July, 2020). The UNF Clarinet Choir was also extended a coveted invitation to give a 

full recital in Ostend, Belgium in 2018, garnering significant international exposure to both the 

ensemble members as well as the University of North Florida. Having formed the group upon my 

appointment to UNF in 2014, I now believe the ensemble is experienced enough and more than 

capable of producing a high-quality CD recording which is what the funds from the Eisen 

Experiential Learning Grant would be used for if awarded. 

The opportunity to create a recorded musical project at the collegiate level has multiple 

benefits to the students. The first is that the raised level of expectations from both the director 

(myself) and from each individual student leads to unprecedented levels of excellence. These 

increased expectations of musicianship will drive the desire for the students to give their very 

best work on a recording that will define them for the rest of their musical lives. This intense 

motivator is monumental for reaching the highest quality levels possible. A second benefit is 

experiencing the intricate process of the recording industry. The collegiate experience for music 

majors of all disciplines focuses mainly on live performances. The first hand opportunity of 

learning how recording the art form of music occurs is rare among college students due to the 

high cost associated with recording equipment. Many opportunities for work in the musical job 

market after college include the recording industry and the chance to experience this while still 

in college would be an invaluable learning opportunity. Additionally, this CD would be a way 

for prospective students considering UNF School of Music to realize what amazing opportunities 

such as this await them if they choose to attend this university. Showcasing the best of our 

students’ abilities across many social media platforms will reach an unprecedented number of 

high school students, further solidifying why choosing to attend UNF is a wise choice. 



The UNF Clarinet Choir is comprised of approximately 15 members. We will also need 

to employ the talents of some percussion students as well as voice students to aid us in the 

recording of the works we will choose to feature on the CD. The final tally of students involved 

in the performing aspect of this project would be approximately 20 UNF students. I would also 

invite members of our Music Technology program attend the recording sessions. This would 

allow them to observe the recording engineer in action and see the entire process from set-up and 

choice of equipment to post-production editing. I would set up a question and answer session 

allowing the students to delve more deeply into the technical aspects of the recording process. 

This would allow approximately 30 additional students the opportunity to experience a recording 

process that would beneficially impact their understanding of a project such as this one. 

I would employ the services of Tim Ornato, a sound recording engineer who has worked 

extensively through Florida and Georgia. He is well-respected in the musical industry and has 

done several recording projects for the faculty of the UNF School of Music, including myself in 

a recent CD release of music for bass clarinet and piano. The recording would take place in our 

own Recital Hall located in the Fine Arts Building. It is an exceptional space in which to record 

and the students all know it very well from years of performing there. The CD recording would 

be produced by CD Baby, a giant in the field of self-produced recordings. The platform of CD 

Baby is especially valuable to a project such as this because they have an international platform 

of distribution, while allowing artists the freedom of designing and producing their own final 

product. With the variety of social media platforms that are available to promote classical music, 

the possibilities are endless as to where our recordings will travel and be heard. The goal is to 

bring the music that is being so brilliantly performed by our fantastic students at the University 

of North Florida to audiences across the entire globe. 

The proposed budget is as follows: 

Recording Engineer, Tim Ornato, Buffet Crampon Company 

- $1200.00 

CD manufacturing 

- $800.00 

 
 



CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

MELISSA SUNSHINE SIMMONS, D.M., CLARINET 
sunshine.simmons@unf.edu 

 
Education 
2009 Doctor of Music in Clarinet Performance - Northwestern University 

Thesis - “The Bass Clarinet Recital: The Impact of Josef Horák on Recital Repertoire for               
the Bass Clarinet” Examines the influence of the first bass clarinet recitalist and the              
music written for the various musical ensembles in which he was involved.  

 
2000 Master of Music in Clarinet Performance - Northwestern University 
 
1998 Bachelor of Fine Arts in Clarinet Performance - Carnegie Mellon University  

Additional Major in Psychology and a Minor in German Studies with University Honors  
 

Academic Appointments 
2014-present: Assistant Professor of Clarinet, University of North Florida, Jacksonville, FL 
2011-2014: Lecturer in Clarinet, Wheaton College Conservatory of Music, Wheaton, IL 
2011-2014: Clarinet Instructor, Loyola University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

 
Clinician Activity 

Clarinet Choir Director, Douglas Anderson School of the Arts: 4/15/19 Jacksonville, FL 

Guest Clinician, Amelia Island Music Studio Music Camp: 6/29/18 Jacksonville, FL 

Artist Clinician JU Clarinet Day: 2/4/17 Jacksonville University, FL 
Guest Clinician: 2/5/16 Fletcher High School, FL 
Clarinet Clinic: 3/1/16 University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 

UNF Clarinet Collective: 2/26-27/19 UNF School of Music, Jacksonville, FL 
Reed Day: 9/16/17 UNF School of Music, Jacksonville, FL 
UNF Band Camp: June 2014-2019, UNF School of Music, Jacksonville, FL 

 
Recent Scholarly Activity 
DISCOVERY: Recital Music for Bass Clarinet and Piano. CD recording 2019 
This debut recording is being promoted internationally by the Buffet Crampon Corporation as 
well as a variety of online streaming and purchasing sources. The entire album is comprised of 
music for bass clarinet and piano and six of the eight works have never been commercially 
recorded before. The album was awarded a Faculty Scholarship grant in July of 2018.  
 
Clarinet Choir Performances 

ClarinetFest 2019: 7/25/19 University of Knoxville, Knoxville, TN 
This was the third consecutive ClarinetFest invitation granted by the International Clarinet            
Association to the UNF Clarinet Choir to give a full-length recital to an audience of over 500                 
people. ClarinetFest is a yearly conference of international repute where professional ensembles            
as well as high-level collegiate ensembles perform by invitation only. 
 



ClarinetFest 2018: 7/11/18 Conservatory of Music, Ostend, Belgium 
This was the international debut performance for the UNF Clarinet Choir. By invitation through 
a selected jury panel, the UNF Clarinet Choir gave a recital at ClarinetFest at the internationally 
renowned Conservatory of Music, bringing international notoriety to the UNF School of Music. 
 
UNF Clarinet Quartet Recital: 7/9/18 Conservatory of Music, Ostend, Belgium 
Four members of the UNF Clarinet Choir were chosen by the International Clarinet Association              
to present a recital at ClarinetFest 2019. Honored to have been invited to perform, the UNF                
Clarinet Quartet prepared additional recital music separate from the UNF Clarinet Choir to             
present at the conference.  
 
Jacksonville University Clarinet Day: 2/3/18  Jacksonville University, FL 
The UNF Clarinet Choir performed selections from their upcoming conference presentation           
in Belgium to a large audience for the guest clinicians. They received feedback from guest               
clinicians that was valuable to their preparation for the conference.  
 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital Performance: 11/17/17 Jacksonville, FL 
The UNF Clarinet Choir performed a selection of compositions that were broadcast live on the               
hospital’s television network to every patient in the hospital. For this performance, The Choir              
invited members of the UNF percussion studio in a collaborative effort which enhanced the              
performance considerably. Patients also came by the room where the concert took place. 
 
ClarinetFest 2017: 7/27/17 Hilton Hotel, Orlando, FL 
The Clarinet Choir was invited through a highly selective audition process to perform at the               
international clarinet conference, ClarinetFest 2017 in Orlando, FL. This debut performance for            
the choir at this internationally recognized conference brought significant notoriety to the UNF             
School of Music as well as the clarinet studio.  
 
UNF Clarinet Choir: 2/21/17  The 36th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Luncheon  
The Clarinet Choir was the featured performing ensemble at the 36th Annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Scholarship Luncheon at the Adam W. Herbert University Center.  Will Kelly, baritone, 
was a guest of the Choir, and the performance was well received by an audience of over 200. 
 
FMEA Recital: 1/12/17 Convention Center, Tampa, FL 
The Clarinet Choir performed five works at FMEA through a selected application process. It              
was a highly successful concert with over 200 in attendance, garnering the ensemble recognition              
from many performers and educators across the state. 
 
UNF Clarinet Choir Recital: 11/4/14 Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) 
The UNF Clarinet Choir was invited to give a full-length recital at MOCA downtown              
Jacksonville. It was a featured performance during the well-known monthly Art Walk gathering             
that occurred during the same evening.  
 
 


